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The Altsociation llfPublic-Safety COmtnWl1cation.;
Offh:ials-Intemational. Inc. (" APCO") and the l';at.ional
Association C'fStatc Nine One One Adnlinistrat\')fs ("NAS~A''')

have cClnsist~ntly supported the concept ofestahlishing 3.lhrc:;huld
!iigMl1cvel for adequate commumcatiol'$ with Public Satt.:ty
An~weril1g I'oints ("PSAPs") when the digit.'I 9,\-\ arc dialod tn,llll
au iJlIalog celtll\ar telephon..:. We also belie'J£ thal "'htre sllr:h 3
thr~)h,)ld l~vd i'5 not mc~ there needs [0 be an a.ltcmati~c pa.th h.l

eusurc thaT the 9-1- t call will get through to the PSAP. Th~

appropnatc thre$bold and the altemanvc patb for cumple'in~ ~"II"

that tilU below that weslwld are mattel'S that require ~nal)'$is ;u-.d
validation by appropriate technical bodies.

We have not supported the "stronge~tsignnl" pn)}lfls,~\

offered by the Ad Hoc Alliance for Public Acc~ss \0 911
("A)Jlanc~"), doe to concern, regarding the impact on Y·I·}
nelworks. WetlocllIncnted our concerns wiTh that propo:-;ul in a
submission to the Conunission on February 23, 1998 frol11 APeO,
NASN..\ and NENA, the National Emer~,ency Number
As~odati()n. Mor~ recently. on September 17. the Alliance
submitted a modifi~d proposal to the Commission \lr11il:h rdl~Cb at
le::tst !l\omc aspects of aft "adequate sianal" approach, While tht~

Alhance ini"prnpriattly attempt5 to characterize 0\11' pnsitlun
regarding this lalen proposal. we do acknowlCilge that 11 is a
si2nHki111t step in th~ debt direction. The Alliance now appc!lr",) to
J~.re~ th~t th~ best solution ilS to atterl1l't to establish a thre~h,)h.l f\lf

"Odt'qulltc!' c.,,'mmunicati(,>ns (which may not be on tll~ ·'''It\;-.ngi·:-.I
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:.;ignal") and ,ln altcrnatl"l: p~th to the PSAP fOI when that threshold is not met
Howe...er, we ;Ire n01 prepared 'to suppon the specifics ofth" modified Alliance prorh)Si.ll.
wlllch still cnotains .sumc Sil~lficartl technical plobl~ms.

We heli~v~ lhat the Commilli~.don n~ds to move forward on this issue, which l'l:h

alrt:ady uiv~~d a1lCmtion fran' pressing mattet!ll regarding implementation ofl'hasc 1an,!
Ph:i~c H. Ther4;}fofC, we urge thal the Commi~sion cbacge appropriate technical bodies
'With the task. of dett'T1Tlinin,~~a recommended threshold fOI »equate si~nallfveJ,and
PI'(ll~CS:S for dcliverin,g ll,) the PSAT' 9-1-1 r.alJs thai. fan below that thresl\<lld. Ira a.ddition
to the relevant Tekcommullicatio,m; Industry Associatton :italldatd.c: committ~~~ (TR.4S),
this i~~u~ should be rct'\:rred to WP.IAD (Wire)cs~ Enhanced 9-1·1 Implementation Ad
Hoc) which was' formed {u addrc~s t~cMic31wjreless/9-1·1 jiJ~. The Al\i311C~

proro:-lal. i:UW tc:chnic~ 501utivn:-;. should be examined anu r.sol'lcd by \VEIAI) and
l R,V; 05 quickly as pO~$iblc.

We r~mained·commit'tcd t.t\ working with the Commission and othel parti~-.; to
"cidn'!s$ thi::l ol.ud l)thcr 9 1·J issues,

hek Keatin)~
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